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Sector Lead Specialist 

Roberto Duran-Fernandez is an economist and public policy strategist specializing in 
translating economic analysis into actionable strategies that help countries, regions, and 
cities compete and grow in the global economy. At the Inter-American Development Bank, 
he serves as Sector Lead Specialist in the Productivity, Trade and Innovation Sector. 

His work draws on economic geography, trade theory, and development economics to 
understand how territories build competitive advantage in a complex global landscape. His 
areas of focus include trade in goods and services, tourism competitiveness, global value 
chains, and sustainability. Using both quantitative and qualitative methods, and 
incorporating AI-enabled analytics, he applies this approach to development planning, 
growth strategies, and financing solutions. 

Across multilateral organizations, the private sector, government, and academia, he has 
focused on bridging analysis and implementation. Previously, he held senior roles at 
McKinsey & Company, Evercore, and Mexico’s Ministry of Finance. He holds a D.Phil. in 
Economic Geography from the University of Oxford, has held academic positions at 
Tecnológico de Monterrey and Rice University, and is a Non-Resident Scholar at Rice 
University’s Baker Institute for Public Policy. 

 


