Melissa Noel: Short Bio

Melissa Noel is a multi-award-winning Guyanese-American journalist, producer, and media
executive. She is the Founder and Chief Content Officer of Mel&N Media Group, a culture-
driven media and production company specializing in strategic communications, original
content, and experiential production.

With more than 15 years of experience, Melissa has built a career spanning national
newsrooms, international broadcasting, editorial leadership, and media entrepreneurship.
She has produced and reported for NBC News and ABC News and served as an on-air
correspondent for One Caribbean Television. Her editorial leadership includes serving as
Senior News and Travel Editor at ESSENCE Magazine and Caribbean Communities Editor at
Documented NY. At ESSENCE, she led coverage of news and politics, culture, and travel for
global audiences and served for four years as an editorial lead for the ESSENCE Festival of
Culture, one of the largest cultural festivals in the United States.

A highly sought-after host and producer, Melissa has curated programming and led
conversations for the United Nations, The New York Times, the Schomburg Center for
Research in Black Culture, and Brooklyn Public Library. She is a Pulitzer Center grantee, an
International Center for Journalists International Reporting Fellow, an Ethel Payne Fellow,
and a two-time Caribbean Tourism Organization Diaspora Journalist of the Year.

Her forthcoming docuseries, Destination Diaspora®, explores cultural connections across
the African diaspora. In 2025, it won the inaugural BET+ and Black Travel Summit Passport
to Storytelling competition.

Melissa is a summa cum laude graduate of Howard University, where she earned a
Bachelor of Arts in Broadcast Journalism, and holds a Master of Arts in Journalism from the
City University of New York’s Graduate School of Journalism.



